TOWNSHIP OF DOWNE
CUMBERLAND COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

| YES | NO | ABSTAIN | ABSENT
Jordan, L. X Resolution Number: R-73-2025
Byrne, S. X Dated: May 12, 2025
Rothman, M. X Offered By: JORDAN
Bart, E. X Seconded By: BYRNE
Campbell, R. X

A RESOLUTION REGARDING MAPLE AVENUE
SINK HOLE ACCIDENT

WHEREAS, the Township of Downe is the owner of the road
referenced as Maple Avenue; and

WHEREAS, County of Cumberland is the owner of a piping
system/conduit which crosses below the Maple Avenue; and

WHEREAS, on June 21, 2024, Nicholas Haines was operating his
vehicle on the roadway and the vehicle fell into a large sinkhole
caused by subsidence and erosion at the location of the County

pipe; and

WHEREAS, the owner/operator sustained significant property
damage to his truck and truck contents as a result of this

incident; and

WHEREAS, the Township recognizes that the damage to the truck
and its contents is the result of unexpected road failure on
property either owned or controlled by the Township of Downe or
the County of Cumberland, both of which entities are covered by
the Cape Atlantic Cumberland Joint Insurance Fund (JIF); and

WHEREAS, The Township of Downe has paid $20,000.00 toward the
property damage sustained by Nicholas Haines; and

WHEREAS, the Township of Downe fully expects the respective
insurance coverages for the Township and the County will identify
and apportion liability and damages and compensate the Township of
Downe for its expenditure; and
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WHEREAS, both the Township of Downe and the County of
Cumberland used best efforts to identify and correct the roadway
cave-in by using joint effort to promptly replace the piping and
repair the roadway; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the Township to
promptly address such hazards and the harm they caused to travelers
on Township roadways,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED this 12th day of May 2025,
approving, ratifying and authorizing the Township of Downe to remit
payment in the amount of $20,000.00 toward property damage
sustained by Nicholas Haines on June 21, 2024.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED. by the Township of Downe to present
to the JIF and County of Cumberland the history of notice to the
County concerning road damage and subsidence associated with the
County of Cumberland pipe conduit where it traverses Maple Avenue
in support of the Township’s claim for reimbursement.

THIS RESOLUTION was adopted by the Township Committee of the
Township of Downe on May 12, 2025.

ATTEST:

Uadue & Sookle I cZ=
Nadine E. Lockley, Clerk Michael L. Rothman, Mayor

CERTIFICATION

I, NADINE E. LOCKLEY, RMC, CMR, Municipal Clerk of the
Township of Downe, County of Cumberland, State of New Jersey do
hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and accurate copy of the
Resolution adopted by the Downe Township Committee of the Township
of Downe, County of Cumberland, State of New Jersey, at their
regular meeting held on May 12, 2025 at 6:30 pm at the Municipal

Complex.

Date Nadine E. Lockley, RMC, CMR
Municipal Clerk
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